
really an anti-Nazi; in some interviews 
before his death, he even went so far as 
to make the grotesque implication that 
he was connected to the courageous 
White Rose group of Catholic resisters 
to Nazism. In 1954, when radical envi-

ronmentalism was just beginning to 
emerge, Heidegger published a major 
paper, claiming that technology, with its 
alleged alienating effect on spirituality, 
was the real cause of fascism. To the last, 
Heidegger maintained the standpoint 

The Goldhagen Fraud Cannot Succeed 

D
aniel Goldhagen's ethnic vilifica­
tion, Hitler's Willing Executioners, 

alleges that the Nazi mass murder of 
Jews occurred because of an ancient 
anti-Semitism, intrinsic and peculiar to 
the German people. 

Released in March 1996, this book. 
was rece{ved with outrage by those who 
despise such a spur to hatred. World­
renowned violinist Yehudi Menuhin 
told a German TV interviewer April 19, 
that the book was "a disgrace," and that 
its author "should be totally ashamed." 
Moshe Zimmermann, German history 
professor at Jerusalem's Hebrew Uni­
versity, wrote in the April 29 Neue 

Zurcher Zeitung, "A mythological, or 
even quasi-racist definition of the con­
cept of 'the Germans,' which in Goldha­
gen's case lurks in the background of his 
work, is scientifically and morally unac­
ceptable." The Frankfurter Allgemeine 

Zeitung reported April 30 that former 
Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban, 
speaking in Washington earlier that 
month, had rejected Goldhagen's thesis 
of "collective guilt." 

Goldhagen mimics the tedious meth­
ods of the anti-Semites. He has shopped 
through what other writers, in particu­
lar vague sociologists, have said against 
the ethnic group he targets; this he 
repackages as the thousand-year story of 
evil Germany. He is so perversely thor­
ough, as to denounce as "anti-Semites" 
those Germans who resisted Hitler, and 
those who in previous centuries had 
worked for the emancipation of the 
Jews. 

Goldhagen's final chapters catalogue 
with gruesome details the Nazi shoot­
ings of terrorized Jewish civilians. The 
reader is supposed to be so bloodily 
numb by the end of the book, that he 
will succumb to the outrageous, racist 
explanation of these crimes, which was 
presented in the first chapters. 

Although the book has been criti­
cized, it has not yet been widely subject­
ed to analysis as a political provocation, 
with reference to the identity and inten­
tions of those behind it. We are simply 
presented with author Goldhagen, a 
young Harvard University teacher, 
whose publisher is the old-line Alfred 
A. Knopf company. 

This reviewer, however-being 
aware of the British geopolitical cam­
paign against Germany as a new 
"Fourth Reich," aimed at preventing 
Germany, in alliance with the United 
States under President Clinton's leader­
ship, from contributing to the economic 
development of Eurasia,-visited Har­
vard, interviewed Goldhagen, probed 
his sponsors' backgrounds, and studied 
the history of the Knopf firm. 

The real origins of the book cannot 
long be kept from the wider public in 
America, or in Germany, where a trans­
lation will be distributed this fall. And 
once exposed as British gangsterism, this 
fraud will become a mere embarrass­
ment to its sponsors. 

Daniel Goldhagen is employed by 
the Minda de Gunzburg Center for 
European Studies at Harvard. Goldha­
gen's salary is paid by a certain Guido 
Goldman, who heads the German stud­
ies program at the de Gunzburg Center. 
This Goldman has great access to Ger­
man and American officialdom, owing 
to the splendid, humanist reputation of 
his father, Jewish leader Nahum Gold­
mann (1895-1982). The elder Gold­
mann led a 1930's political battle against 
the Hitler regime (employing this 
reviewer's father as a strategist), and 
worked for postwar German-Jewish 
reconciliation and for Arab-Israeli 
peace. But unlike his father, Guido is a 
playboy jet setter, a protege and inti­
mate companion of Henry Kissinger. 
Goldman is officially a leading Ameri-

which Aristotle pioneered in the Nico­

machean Ethics: if changes in public 
opinion have made an idea plausible, 
then that idea can appear ethi\=ally cor­
rect-no matter how immoraht is. 

-Michael J. Minnicino 

Hitler's Willing Executioners: 
Ordinary Germans and 

the Holocaust 
by Daniel J. Goldhagen 

Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1996 
622 pages, hardbound, $30.00 

can agent for British military intelli­
gence's International Institute for 
Strategic Studies. 

The center employing Goldhagen 
was built with money from Baroness 
Aileen "Minda" Bronfman de Gunz­
burg, daughter of mobster Sam Bronf­
man, the founder of Seagram's Liquor 
and a 50/50 partner with the British 
whiskey trust. Minda's brother Edgar 
Bronfman took the World Jewish Con­
gress leadership from Nahum Gold­
mann, and perverted it to British 
geopolitics. 

Beginning in 1967, Henry Kissinger 
and Guido Goldman together organized 
the "German studies" program which 
employs Goldhagen. This project arose 
following the murder of President John 
F. Kennedy. British intelligence leader 
David Ormsby-Gore (Lord Harlech), 
and his closest U.S. allies headed by 
Averell Harriman, created a reactionary 
British geopolitical center at Harvard, 
usurping the slain President's name for 
a "John F. Kennedy School of Govern­
ment." Kissinger, Goldman, and others 
who went on to manage the "German 
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studies” program, were affiliates of this
British incursion.

In 1994, a pro-feudalist British gen-
tleman named Gary Marks, then fortu-
itously the chairman of an awards com-
mittee of the American Political Science
Association, declared Daniel Goldha-
gen’s Harvard school project the
U.S.A.’s best dissertation in the field of
comparative politics. The Goldhagen
piece, thus boosted into the news as Rep-
utable Scholarship, was reworked and
published by Knopf.

Alfred A. Knopf is a subsidiary of
Random House, itself part of the pub-
lishing apparatus of the Newhouse fam-

ily. This multibillion-dollar empire was
created by boss Si Newhouse’s closest
lifelong friend and in-house attorney,
organized crime manager Roy M.
Cohn. From the 1950’s until his 1986
death from AIDS, Cohn used his Mafia
clients and associates (the Gambino
family, Joe Bonanno, Moe Dalitz, the
Vito Genovese group, Meyer Lansky),
and his protector, FBI chief Gay Edgar
Hoover, to push the expansion of the
Newhouse newspaper and magazine
empire, until Newhouse’s agents con-
trolled nearly fifty percent of America’s
newsstands.

Newhouse and Cohn bought Ran-

dom House and Knopf, and brought in
British sleaze-managers to run them.
Harold Evans, former editor of the Lon-
don Times, became president of Random
House. Evans recently published the Pri-
mary Colors attack on President Clinton.

Newhouse’s president of Knopf is
“Sonny” Mehta, the heavy-partying son
of a British Empire Indian diplomat.
After twenty years in the Cambridge
and London jet set, Mehta turned the
old-line Knopf publishing house to prof-
itable pornography and Satanic themes.
Poor Daniel Goldhagen is therefore
nothing but Mehta’s latest hot property.

—Anton Chaitkin
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The value of Jim Wright’s book is
that it reflects the views of a lead-

ing former Democratic officeholder,
who is not a Baby Boomer, but rather of
a generation shaped by having lived
through the Depression and World War
II. As Wright comments: “Two events
had shaped my philosophy and formed
my life’s driving ambition. They were
the great Depression of the 1930’s and
World War II. A world without war
and without depression. That vision
never faded.”

Wright, the former Speaker of the
House of Representatives who served
for thirty-four years, entered the U.S.
Congress in the era of Joe McCarthy,
and was forced out by the new
McCarthyism of Newt Gingrich. Thus,
his book documents the paradigm shift
which has occurred in this country since
the assassination of President Kennedy.

In a certain sense, the book is
Wright’s contribution in this election
year to defeating this new McCarthyism,
and to reforging a bipartisan alliance
committed to reviving the principles for
which World War II was fought. As he
said in his farewell speech to the House
of Representatives: “All of us in both
political parties must resolve to bring
this period of mindless cannibalism to
an end!”

At a time when Gingrichite Republi-
cans and Democrats are intent upon
reducing the role of government, Jim
Wright shares the view expressed by

President Franklin D. Roosevelt in his
1938 message to Congress: “Govern-
ment has a final responsibility for the
welfare of its citizens. If private coopera-
tive effort fails to provide work for will-
ing hands and relief for the unfortunate,
those suffering hardship through no
fault of their own have a right to call
upon the government for aid.”

Not What We Fought For

As Wright emphasizes, “This, for me,
was the business of government and the
purpose of power. . . . We had come a
very long way in the first twenty-five
years after World War II. Now, retro-
gression had set in.

“Today, a new band of Visigoths is at
the gate with bulldozers and wrecking
balls, gleefully preparing to tear down
our temples and uproot the trees we
planted. . . .  They have an entirely dif-
ferent destination in mind. Their vision
is not an egalitarian society but a preda-
tory society, whose rewards are survival
of the fittest. . . . This is not the Ameri-
ca most folks of my generation thought
we were fighting for in World War II.”

On the impact that having lived
through the Depression had on his polit-
ical philosophy, Wright is explicit: “The
political philosophy I would carry with
me to Congress must have begun taking
shape, I think, in 1932, when I was nine
years old. My grandfather, then 63, lost
the job he’d held for twenty-three years,
two years shy of a promised retirement

annuity. Jobs were almost nonexistent in
that Depression year. My family moved
from Weatherford to Fort Worth to
rent an apartment in my grandparents’
house. The purpose was to provide
income for them to meet mortgage pay-
ments and avoid losing their home.
Even today, when I read of layoffs and
unemployment, I don’t see statistics. I
think of human dramas. My mind
returns to that time in my youth and to a
man I grew to love.”

‘People Are the Ends’

It is, therefore, no accident that in reflect-
ing on the assassination of President
Kennedy, he wrote: “Men and women of
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